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MONOGRAM PICTURES presents 


an EYEFUL of CUTIES! 
Jan EARFUL of SONGS! | 
an ARMFUL of ROMANCE! 
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Every Measure 
Is a Pleasure... 


in the kiss-and-run musical hit! 
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Here’s the ALL-PLEASURE show you 
have been looking for! Everything 
to thrill the eye and charm the ear 
in this romance of a blonde smoothie 
and a Broadway smartie! 
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Here’s spice for your “Melody Parade” campaign. Charles 
Winfield Meggs, one of America’s most famous delineators of 
shapely cuties, has drawn a series of pretty girl sketches which 
we have grouped on three 8x10 stills for your convenience. They 
are perfect for decorating front and lobby and for dressing up 
newspaper ads. Theatres who have their own art departments 


GIANT JIGSAW PUZZLE 


The girl-jammed six sheet can be used to create a giant 
jigsaw puzzle which you can supply to a couple or three young- 
sters who assemble it on the sidewalk of the town's main stem. 
All you have to do is mount it on heavy cardboard and cut it up 
into fairly large pieces. Instruct the kids to assemble the title 
and cast last. This will also make a good advance stunt in your 
lobby when the incoming and exiting traffic is heaviest. 


LIVING BILLBOARD 


The “girly” flavor of “Melody Parade” provides an oppor- 
tunity for a stunt that has been sensationally successful in the 
past. Set up the title in huge cutout letters on either the roof or 
the marquee and use pretty girls for decoration. You'll find this 
living billboard idea will really draw crowds. 


TIP-TOP TRAILER 


There is no better “come-on” for any good picture than 
actual samples of the film’s outstanding entertainment. The 
National Screen Service Pre-vue on “Melody Parade” will “bring 
‘em back alive”! The cast, the songs, the comedy all are pre- 
sented in a swift-moving package of film fun that sells solidly. 
Remember, you're wasting a terrific sales medium—your screen 
—if you don't get the very best trailer available. That means 
the one from National Screen, the only trailer with actual scenes 
—a show in itself! 


GIRL CONTEST 


You'll generate a lot of interest with a search for the “com- 
posite” beauty of your town to be the guest of honor for the 
opening of “Melody Parade.” It can be done by selecting from 
photos of with a “live” contest on your stage. In the latter event, 
have it on the opening night and aim the stunt to find the “Mel- 
ody Parade Girl’—the miss who leads the town’s beauty Pa- 
rade. 

The search is for the most beautiful face, the shapliest legs, 
the prettiest figure, the most talented, and the best all-round 
beauty. 


BUY UNITED STATES WAR BONDS! 


or use local art services will find plenty of use for them. 


Order special stills of “Melody Parade” Meggs drawings 
from Pressbook Editor, Monogram Pictures, 4376 Sunset Drive, 
Hollywood. Price is 45c for the set of three. Send your order by 
air mail to be sure of getting them in plenty of time. 


SELL THE RECORDING STARS 


You’ve got three big recording names to play with in 
your ‘Melody Parade” exploitation . . . Ted Fio Rito and 
His Orchestra, Jerry Cooper and Anson Weeks and His 
Orchestra. All three have made scores of platters for the 
biggest record companies. 


Contact your RADIO STATIONS immediately and 
ask them to feature these stars on the programs which use 
records. Supply them with passes to be used as prizes in 
the various musical quizzes most record programs spot 
into their routine. 


Give plenty of attention to the local JUKE BOX CIR- 
CUIT, too. See that Fio Rito, Weeks and Cooper discs 
are liberally represented in their list of records, and make 
up a placard of stills of these artists for each juke box. 
Copy should invite the juke fans to see and hear three fa- 
vorite recording stars in ‘Melody Parade.” 


IN THE LOBBY make up a big set piece of stills and 
poster cut-outs and spot in an electric phonograph behind 
it with the automatic record player geared to keep repeat- 
ing a selection of the recordings by your “Melody Pa- 
rade”’ Stars. 


For a MUSICAL STREET STUNT supply a pretty 
miss with a portable phonograph and a one-sheet mount- 
ed and hinged in the middle so that it’s easy to carry. She 
sets up the poster on busy corners and then plays a few 
records of Fio Rito, Weeks or Cooper. 


ON YOUR SCREEN for an advance make up a slide 
reading “You are now listening to a recording by Ted 
Fio Rito and His Orchestra, featured in “MELODY PA- 
RADE.” Flash it on the screen at intermission and be- 
fore and after your show, while your p. a. system plays 
one of the discs. 


' Don’t forget to go after all MUSIC SHOPS and 
COUNTERS, and BALLROOMS. A few passes will get 
you plenty of representation. The stores should feature 
stills of the recording stars while the dance emporium can 
have a “Melody Parade”’ dance contest or talent contest. 


POST THIS SHOWBILL OUT 
FRONT & CASH IN ON THE 
VOGUE FOR VAUDE REVUES 


The sparkling list of entertainers in “Melody Parade” gives 
you an opportunity to bill a program of “acts” in the manner of 
the vaudeville “revues” which are now clicking all over the 
country. Put ‘em on a 40x60 stand with stills to illustrate each 
number. The same copy can also be used for a handbill. 
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EVERY ACT A HIT! 


In The Season’s Gayest Show 
* * "MELODY PARADE” * * 


MARY BETH HUGHES 


She's a revelation as a swing sensation with 2 new tunes— 
“Speechless” and “Don’t Fall In Love.” 


EDDIE QUILLAN 


As a Romeo Eddies a riot! Wait'll you hear him do “Whatever 
Possessed Me” with Mary Beth! 


TED HO RITO’S ORCHESTRA 


The “Sky-Lined Music” That Has the Whole Nation Raving! 


ARMIDA 


The Mexican Bombshell Brings You That Latin American Zing! 
She's A Dancin’ and Singin’ Doll! 


TIM and IRENE 


The Scream Team From The Air Lanes! 
Captivity! 


JERRY COOPER 


You've thrilled to His Radio Shows and Records — You'll Like 
Him Even Better on the Screen! 


LOUMEL MORGAN TRIO 


The Sepia Streaks! Three Jivin’ Jitterbugs Who Really Give Out 
With the Rhythm! 


ANSON WEEK’S ORCHESTRA 


The band that made “Let's Go Dancin’ With Anson” a national 
byword! One of America’s top orchestras! 


MANTAN MORELAND 


He's A Howl Until He Opens His Mouth—Then He's A Panic! 


RULOFF, FOLLETTE & LUNARD 


The Craziest Dance Trio Ever Seen On The Screen! 


JACK BOYLE DANCERS 


The Girls With The Drape Shape and the Neat Beat! These Cap- 
tivatin' Cuties Could Be Anybody’s “Pin-Up Girls‘! 


Funniest Couple In 


THE PATRIOTIC ANGLE 


Two current “drives” which have gotten plenty of exploita- 
tion can be turned into neat plugs for “Melody Parade.” 


First is the campaign to salvage worn-out phonograph rec- 
ords. Hold a BROKEN RECORD MATINEE with the admission 
a specified weight or amount of broken or worn-out discs which 
are to be turned in to the record manufacturers so that they may 
continue to provide a “melody parade.” The shortage of shellac 
has these outfits scurrying for the old discs so that the material 
in them can be re-processed. You'll get plenty of co-operation 
from their jobbers and dealers. Every music shop will help plug 
the special show. 


Another angle is the campaign to provide records and sheet 
music for the recreation of the armed forces. This can be made 
the basis for a special show with the admission to be a couple 
of discs or song sheets in good enough condition to be used by 
the USO in helping entertain the boys. 


BLONDES, BRUNETTES, REDHEADS! 


To draw extra attention to the regiment of lovelies in “Mel- 
ody Parade” you can stage a “Blonde Night,” a “Brunette Night” 
and a ‘Redhead Night.” The idea is that the first ten of the 
classification being honored who appear at the boxoffice es- 
corted by service men get free admission with their boy friends. 


You can increase the number according to the seating capacity 
of your house. 


RADIO ‘‘SPOTS’’ ARE HOT! 


Livewire showmen are boosting radio advertising as sure- 
fire. It’s especially good for a big musical like this. Try to get 


your flash announcements spotted in after some of the band 
programs. 


50 WORD ANNOUNCEMENT: 


Forward march! ... to the “Melody Parade” .. . the season's gayest 
parade of stars, songs and sweeties! See Mary Beth Hughes, Eddie 
Quillan, Anson Weeks and His Orchestra, Ted Fio Rito’s Band, Armida, 
Mantan Moreland, Tim and Irene and hosts of adorable lovelies in 
“Melody Parade” at the Blank Theatre, now! 


35 WORD ANNOUNCEMENT 


It's sweet, sizzling and saucy! ... “Melody Parade” starring Mary 
Beth Hughes, Eddie Quillan, Anson Week's Orchestra, Tim and Irene, 
Ted Fio Rito’s Orchestra and girls! girls! girls! . . . opening Blank 
Theatre, Thursday! The love-happy, swing-crazy hit! 


DELUXE LOBBY DISPLAY 


In addition to the posters and lobbies illustrated in this press- 
book, both National Screen Accessories and United Advertising 
Displays have special deluxe displays available on “Melody 
Parade.” Silk screen processed in brilliant colors, these 40x60’s 
and 30x40’s give you a big-time lobby for very little cost. 


Mantan Has His Own Following 


If your theatre draws any patronage from colored neigh- 
borhoods, you have a powerful draw in Mantan Moreland, who 
runs Rochester a very close second as the most popular colored 
comedian on the screen. Negro fans love Mantan and they 
flock to every picture he’s in... so let them know about it. Plant 
stills in every shop window of their section of town. If you need 
a bigger selection of photos than the exchange set provides, 
write Pressbook Editor, Monogram, 4376 Sunset Drive, Holly- 
wood, and we'll shoot ‘em to you. Price is 15¢ each, specify 
how many you need. 
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ARMIDA, JERRY COOPER, ANSON WEEKS AND 
HIS ORCHESTRA, TED FIO RITO AND HIS OR- 
CHESTRA, LOUMELL MORGAN TRIO, RAMON 
ROS, RULOFF, FOLLETTE AND LUNARD. 


The Production Staff 


Preaucea by «oo. ee LINDSLEY PARSONS 


Directed DY... 6.45% 


Demicos waded DY... 2-35 se, JACK BOYLE 
Screenplay by. .TIM RYAN & CHARLES MARION 


Musical Director........ 
Photography 2... -.«..35 
Pima Potor 8 ee 
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Famous Radio ComedyTeam 
In Colorful Musical Film 


Tim & Irene seem well on the way to duplicating on the 


sereen the success they have 
radio. For several years they 
comedy teams of the airways. 


. MARY BETH HUGHES 


.... ARTHUR DREIFUSS 


Beane EDWARD KAY 
aes MACK STENGLER 
eee ae DICK CURRIER 
coe ON DAVE MILTON 


previously attained over the 
have been one of the favorite 


This hilariously amusing pair play important roles in 


“Melody Parade,” the colorful Mon-¥* 


ogram screenmusical which comes 
TO: the ee 2 Sr Pheathe. ON ss soca ; MARY BETH HUGHES | 
with Mary Beth Hughes in the star- 


ring role. 

It was not until Tim and Irene 
had both been in the entertainment 
world for some time that their 
paths finally came together. Tim 
began his career as a song plugger, 
and later became a vaudeville per- 
former after a period in musical 
comedies. Irene’s first work as an 
actress was in San Jose, California, 
after which she also entered the 
field of the “two-a-day,” and it was 
here that they first met. Not long 
afterward they became partners in 
a vaudeville act, and eventually 
made the arrangement permanent 
by officially becoming Mr. and Mrs. 
Tim Ryan. 

Later they invaded the radio field 
as a comedy duo, and were spon- 
sored for long periods by such out- 
standing organizations as Goodrich, 
Texaco and Royal Crown, after first 
attracting attention in a 13-week 
engagement on the Rudy Vallee 
hour. After this, it was natural that 
they should be called to Hollywooa. 

In addition to Tim & Irene, the 
cast supporting Mary Beth Hughes 
in “Melody Parade” includes Eddie 
Quillan, Mantan Moreland, Jerry 
Cooper, Armida and Andre Charlot, 
as well as the orchestras of Anson 
Weeks and Ted Fio Rito. Arthur 
Dreifuss directed for producer Lind- 
sley Parsons, and_ the original 
screenplay was written by Charles 
R. Marion and the same Tim Ryan. 


RECORD BAND 

Anson Weeks and his orchestra 
hold the All-American record for a 
major band at a major hotel, since 
they appeared continuously for six 
years at the Mark Hopkins Hotel 
in San Francisco . Weeks conducts 
one of the two famous orchestras 
supplying the music for ‘Melody 
Parade,’ the lavish Monogram 
screen revue which opens an en- 
gagement at the .......... theatre 
ONS oemiyees , with Mary Beth Hughes 
in the starring role. Ted Fio Rito 
heads the other orchestra in the 
picture. 


Gorgeous Mary Beth Hughes has 
one of the leading roles in Mono- 
gram’s star-spangled “Melody Pa- 
rade” atthe: =... ..%. Theatre. 
One Col. Scene Mat No. 10 


Young Screen Comedian Is 
Former Variety Headliner 


Eddie Quillan was in his early teens when he made his 


debut in motion pictures. But 
ville headliner for more than 


sister and three of his brothers as “The Quillan Family.” 
Eddie comes to the _........ 


in the principal male role of “Mel-¥ 


ody Parade,’ the lavish Monogram 
screenmusical which stars Mary 
Beth Hughes as a hat check girl 
in a night club. 

Possibly there may have been an 
omen for the future in the fact 
that Quillan was born on Holly- 
wood Street in Philadelphia. At 
any rate, there came a time when 
the peripatetic Quillan Family end- 
ed a vaudeville tour in Los Angeles, 
and the upshot of the screen test 
which followed was the signing of a 
contract to appear in Mack Sen- 


nett Comedies. The young actor 
appeared in 18 of these hilarious 


‘Melody Parade’’ Gay Film 
Musical, in Local Showing 


(Advance) - 

One of the most ambitious musical productions ever 
filmed by Monogram is ‘Melody Parade,” which opens an 
engagement at the _.........._...... PeaAtre Ol ae 
the lovely Mary Beth Hughes in the starring role. Eddie 
Quillan is seen in the leading male part, and the big cast of 
entertainers also includes the fam-¥*— : = 


ous radio comedy team of Tim & 

Irene; the negro comedian, Man- | MUSICAL ROMANCE | 
tan Moreland; Jerry Cooper, one of 
the country’s most popular ballad 
singers; Armida, the fascinating lit- 
tle Mexican singer and dancer; and 
Andre Charlot, noted English actor 
and producer. 

Orchestral music is provided by 
two of America’s outstanding musi- 
cal organizations, headed by Ted 
Fio Rito and Anson Weeks. Also 
contributing to the merriment are 
the comedy ballroom dancing trio, 
Ruloff, Follette and Lunard; and 
the singing threesome, the Loumell 
Morgan Trio. 

Much of the action of the story 
takes place in a night club, with 
Mary Beth Hughes graduating from 
hatcheck girl to the star of the floor 
show, in a hectic atmosphere of mu- 
sic, comedy and lavishly staged pro- 
duction numbers. 

“Melody Parade” was directed by 
Arthur Dreifuss, and produced by 


Lindsley Parsons. Jack Boyle Was} ary Beth Hughes and Eddie Quil- 
dance director and Edward Kay mu-| jan make with the kisses in “Melo- 


sical director, and the original] dy Parade,’ coming to the 
screenplay was written by Tim Ryan | Theatre. 
and Charles R. Marion. One Col. Scene Mat. No. 9 


THE STORY 


(Not For Publication) 


Happy Harrington, owner of a nightclub, is going to be 
forced to close the club because of his creditors and the fact 
that his backer, Jonathan Brewster, has died. Jimmy, busboy 
in the nightclub and would-be agent, tries to get Anne, 
hatcheck girl, an audition with Happy, and a romance be- 
gins between Jimmy and Anne. Happy receives a wire from 
Gloria Brewster, saying she is arriving at the club, and he 
thinks Gloria is the girl who has inherited Jonathan Brew- 
ster's fortune. However, the heir is really Gloria’s aunt. 
Jimmy sells Gloria the idea that they should import Carroll 
T. White, Broadway impressario, to revamp the show, and 
she wires for him. After he arrives, Happy finds out Gloria’‘s 
true status and the club again faces closing, because the 
creditors now know that Happy hasn't the Brewster back- 
ing. Just as everyone in the show is to be given notice of 
the closing, a telegram arrives for Gloria, offering $2,000,000 
for one of her uncle's inventions which she has inherited. 
With this offer, the creditors allow Happy to keep the club 
open, and White lines up a new show. Gloria has heard 
Anne sing and wants her to be in the show, but because 
Armida, the singing star, has a contract prohibiting other 
female singers, Anne cannot get the job. However, Skid- 
more, the colored porter, and Jimmy fix it so that Anne goes 
on, and she registers a hit. The club’s new opening is hailed 
by all the critics, and the place is a success. Another wire 
arrives for Gloria, withdrawing the $2,000,000 ofter, but 
Happy, on the road to prosperity, refuses to be downhearted. 


Lavish Revue 
For Local Screen 


On exceptional cast appears in 
“Melody Parade,’ the Monogram 
musical comedy reyue which comes 
tothe ss eve theatre on =... 2... 
Mary Beth Hughes is seen in the 
starring role, and her company of 
supporting players includes Eddie 
Quillan, Tim & Irene, Mantan More- 
land, Jerry Cooper, Armida, Andre 
Charlot, Loumell Morgan Trio and 
the Ruloff group of comedy adagio 
dancers. Orchestral music is pro- 
vided by the popular bands of An- 


son Weeks and Ted Fio Rito, and 
the film is described as a swift suc- 
cession of comedy specialties, songs, 
dances and _ colorful production 
numbers, with large numbers of 
pretty girls in evidence. Arthur 
Dreifuss directed for producer Lind- 
stey Parsons, from an_ original 
screenplaly by Tim Ryan and 
Charles R. Marion. Spectacles were 
staged by Jack Doyle, and Edward 
Kay was musical director. 


i 


ALLEY EXPERT 


Attainment of a bowling average 
of 181 was one of the rewards for 
Eddie Quillan’s recent year-long 
part ownership of a bowling alley 
at El Monte, California, since he 


had an opportunity to practice con- - 


stantly with his own equipment. 
Quillan plays the romantic male 
role in “Melody Parade,’ Mono- 
gram’s lavish screenmusical which 
COMECS2tOeGNe = Sie theatre on 
RoE with Mary Beth Hughes. 


Dancing Act Is 
Riot of Comedy 


One of the country’s hilariously 
funny dancing acts is thas of Ru- 
loff, Follette and Lunard, masters 
in the art of keeping a straight face 
in the midst of devastating ruin. 


This amazing trio will be seen at 
Ua Y Seana ea Sa theatre: on. 230 ee 
in “Melody Parade,’ the lavish 
Monogram musical comedy revue 
starring Mary Beth Hughes. 


The Ruloff troupe is the essence 
of propriety when they begin their 
interlude of severe classical danc- 
ing with adagio trimmings, but as 
a result of seemingly unrehearsed 
mishaps the performance degener- 
ates into a veritable howl of merri- 
ment. And the unhappy dancers 
somehow managé to preserve their 
composure to the yery end. 


Members of Miss Hughes’ sup- 
porting cast are Eddie Quillan, Tim 
& Irene, Mantan Moreland, Jerry 
Cooper, Armida and Andre Charlot, 
and the bands of Anson Weeks and 
Ted Fio Rito supply instrumental 
music. Arthur Dreifuss directed for 
producer Lindsley Parsons, and the 
original screenpplay was written by 
Tim Ryan and Charles R. Marion. 


he had already been a vaude- 
five years, grouped with his 


ee theatre On |e 


two-reelers of the silent era, soon 
establishing himself as a brash 
young comedian of exceptional tal- 
ent. 

Later Quillan was starred in many 
Pathe comedies of feature length, 
and afterward embarked on a free- 
lance career which has found him 
almost continuously before the cam- 
eras. 

Others in the cast supporting 
Mary Beth Hughes in “Melody” Pa- 
rade” are Tim & Irene, Mantan 


| STARS, GIRLS IN “MELODY PARADE” 


Moreland, Jerry Cooper, Armida,|« The Woman Behind The Man Behind The Gun” is one of the lavish 
Andre Charlot, Ted Fio Rito and| numbers in Monogram’s “Melody Parade” at the.............. Theatre. 


his orchestra. 


Two Column Scene Mat No. 25 


"Melody Parade’’ Presents 
Fine Cast in Lavish Film 


(Review) 

It is seldom, indeed, that a motion picture is so jam- 
packed with entertainment as is ‘“Melody Parade,” the Mono- 
gram musical comedy revue which opened an engagement at 
ie Sie i, theatre last night. The entire film is a kal- 


eidoscopic succession of musical numbers, songs, dances, 
comedy interludes and production%4—2——H——_ 


spectacles, with pretty girls always 
in evidence. 

The.cast comprises an exceptional 
group of entertainers. It would be 
hard to imagine a better choice for 
the starring role than lovely, blonde 
Mary Beth Hughes, who is an ac- 
complished singer and dancer; and 
the glib light comedy of Eddie 
Quillan makes him an ideal foil in 
the leading male role. Also import- 
ant in the comedy department are 
Tim and Irene Ryan (the radio 
comedy team of Tim & Irene), and 
the colored funmaker, Mantan 
Moreland. Jerry Cooper is there to 
sing in his rich baritone, and Ar- 
mida, the “Mexican bombshell,” is a 
fiery little mite in her songs and 
dances. Andre Charlot is good in 
a character role, and two trios who 
contribute importantly to the gen- 
eral entertainment are the Loumell 
Morgan group of colored singers, 
and Ruloff, Follette and Lunard, 
whose comedy adagio dancing is 
calculated to bring down the house. 

Instrumental music for the pro- 
duction is furnished by the orches- 
tras of Anson Weeks and Ted Fio 
Rito, and the film was produced on 
a lavish scale. Much of the action 
of the story is laid in a night club, 
whose continuous lively action fur- 
nishes a background for the plot. 
The main theme of the story con- 
cerns the efforts of Quillan, ambi- 
tious busboy, to bring about the 
promotion of his talented  girl- 
friend, Miss Hughes, from hatcheck 
girl to leading lady in the floorshow. 

Arthur Dreifuss has done a fine 
job of direction in ‘Melody Parade,” 
and the production of Lindsley Par- 
sons, as noted, is colorful and elab- 
orate. The original screenplay by 
Tim Ryan and Charles R. Marion 
is lively and highly diverting, and 
photography by Mack Stengler is 
excellent throughout. 


RADIO COMICS | 


Tim and Irene of nation-wide radio 
fame appear in “Melody Parade” at 
BHO ea sie’ Theatre with a host of 
stars, girls and bands. 


One Col. Scene Mat No. il 


BIG-TIMERS 


The radio popularity of the com- 
edy team of Tim & Irene has 
brought them long-term contracts 
from such sponsors as Goodrich, 
Texaco and Royal Crown, as well 
aS a summer-long engagement re- 
placing the Jack Benny show. Tim 
Ryan and his wife, Irene, both ap- 
pear in prominent roles in Mono- 
gram’s ‘Melody Parade,” the gay 
and colorful screenmusical starring 
Mary Beth Hughes, and coming to 
THE e058 .3%. -- theatre op -........ 


Ten Songs In 
Comedy Revue 


Ten songs form an _ important 
part of “Melody Parade,” the lav- 
ishly staged Monogram musical 
comedy revue which opens an en- 
gagement at the .........: theatre 
ODF Ea aie , with Mary Beth Hughes 
in the starring role. 


“The Woman Behind the Man 
Behind the Gun,” the patriotic pro- 
duction number which forms the 
finale of the picture, is sung by 
Miss Hughes and Jerry Cooper, with 
the assistance of the entire ensem- 
ble. With Eddie Quillan, she sings 
“Whatever Possessed Me,” and her 
two solo numbers are “Don’t Fall 
in Love” and “Speechless.” With 
the ensemble Armida, “the Mexi- 
can bombshell,” sings “Amigo,” and 
Irene Ryan contributes a comedy 
classic in “Mr. and Mrs| Com- 
mando.” Lyrics of all these six 
songs were written by Edward Cher- 
kose’ and the music by Edward Kay, 
musical director of the picture. 


Another number sung by Armida 
is “Chi Chi,’ which she wrote her- 
self, and Jerry Cooper’s solo is the 
old favorite, “Sleepy Time Down 
South.” The Loumell Morgan Trio, 
colored singers and instrumentalists, 


have two numbers—‘What You 
Know, Joe?” and “Them There 
Eyes.” 


Orchestral music in “Melody Pa- 
rade” is supplied by two of the most 
popular bands in the United States, 
headed by Anson Weeks and Ted 
Fio Rito. 

The picture was directed by Ar- 
thur Dreifuss from an_ original 
Screenplay by Tim Ryan and 
Charles R. Marion, and the produc- 
er was Lindsley Parsons. 


Negro Trio 
Make Big Music 


An especially entertaining musi- 
cal group is the Loumell Morgan 
Trio,,,coming to: the 7.4.8. so.. the- 
BERS ON ea ete ee in “Melody Pa- 
rade,” Monogram’s lavishly staged 
comedy tunefilm starring blonde 
Mary Beth Hughes. 

Not only do the three colored 


boys harmonize vocally with telling 


effect, but they accompany them- 
selves on piano, mandolin and bass 
fiddle with such gusto and artistry 
that their music sounds like a ver- 
itable orchestra. Presiding over the 
group, Morgan himself plays the 
piano from a standing position. 
Their songs in the picture are 
“What You Know, Joe?” and the 
old-time. favorite, “Them ‘There 
Eyes.” 

The cast supporting Miss Hughes 
includes Eddie Quillan, Tim & Irene, 
Mantan Moreland, Jerry Cooper, 
Armida and Andre Charlot, while 
orchestral music is supplied by the 
bands of Anson Weeks and Ted Fio 
Rito. Arthur Dreifuss directed for 
producer Lindsley Parsons, and the 
original screenplay is the work of 
Tim Ryan and Charles R. Marion. 


LIGHTWEIGHT 


The tiniest of the featured ac- 
tresses of the screen is Armida, 
Mexican singer and dancer who 
comes to the theatre on .......... 
in “Melody Parade,” the Monogram 
musical revue starring Mary Beth 
Hughes. Armida’s stature has not 
increased since she was 12 years 
old, and she is now 4 feet, 11 inches 
tall, weighing barely 95 pounds 
soaking wet. 


“MAKE WITH THE MUSIC, MARY!” 


Mary Beth Hughes swings out with a new tune in “Melody Parade” at 
CHO Se, esas Theatre. Listening are Tim and Irene of radio fame and 
Eddie Quillan. Mantan Moreland tickles the ivories. 

Two Column Scene Mat No. 26 


Film Revue Lavish Melange 
Of Songs, Fun, Pretty Girls 


(Review) 

Songs, comedy and pretty girls are the principal ingredi- 
ents of ‘““Melody Parade,” the lavish Monogram screen revue 
which opened an engagement at the last night, 
and all are presented on an elaborate scale, to qualify this 


colorful extravaganza as one of the season’s best. There is 
never a dull moment in the picture¥ 


which, on the contrary, is a con- 
stant succession of entertaining spe- 
cialties done against the background 
of an especially attractive night 
club. 

Mary Beth Hughes is seen in the 
starring role, as a hatcheck girl 
hopeful of becoming the leading 
lady of the floorshow. She takes 
part in four song numbers during 
the course of the story, and her 
beauty and talent contribute great- 
ly to the film. Eddie Quillan, as an 
overly-ambitious busboy who tries 
to turn theatrical agent, plays his 
part up to the hilt. Other outstand- 
ing comedy roles are played by Tim 
Ryan, Irene Ryan and the colored 
comic, Mantan Moreland, while a 
screamingly funny interlude of in- 
ept classical dancing is contributed 
by Ruloff, Follette and Lunard. 

Other singing stars in the produc- 
tion are the fiery little Mexican 
sprite, Armida, the popular radio 
baritone, Jerry Cooper, and the Lou- 
mell Morgan Trio, a group of col- 
ored boys who put their songs over 
with the proverbial bang. The top- 
flight orchestras of Anson Weeks 
and Ted Fio Rito furnish instru- 
mental music of the highest quality. 

“Melody Parade’ was directed by 
Arthur Dreifuss from an original 


| EDDIE QUILLAN | 


Heading a rollicking list of laugh- 
makers in “Melody Parade” at the 
pontoons Theatre is happy-go-lucky 
Eddie Quillan. 


One Col. Scene Mat No. 12 


screenplay by Tim Ryan and 
Charles R. Marion, and Lindsley 
Parsons gave the film the benefit of 
a lavish production. Camera work 
was in charge of Mack Stengler. 


BROADCASTER 


On frequent occasions Jerry Coop- 
er’s voice reaches some of the 
world’s largest radio audiences, 
through his singing of “The Star 
Spangled Banner” at the champion- 
ship prize fights held at Madison 
Square Garden in New York. Coop- 
ELM COMES + COMUNE oro suai theatre 
OMe enue in “Melody Parade,’ 
the lavish Monogram musical film 
starring Mary Beth Hughes. 


ACTOR 


For his performance in the first 
dramatic role he ever played, in 
“Mutiny on the Bounty,” comedian 
Eddie Quillan received an award 
from the Screen Actors Guild, and 
was the first actor not starred in a 
production to win such recognition. 
Quillan comes to the .......... the- 
AULESONM LT sere eer in “Melody Pa- 
rade,” the Monogram musical revue 
starring Mary Beth Hughes. 


Dance Director 
Busy Young Man 


A prodigious amount of activiity 
has been crowded into the life of 
Jack Boyle, youngest of Holly- 
wood’s dance directors. 

Boyle staged the dances and pro- 
duction numbers in “Melody Pa- 
Paes. the lavishly mounted Mono- 
gram musical comedy revue which 
,comes to the screen of the ........ 
theatre on 2.603, with Mary Beth 
Hughes in the starring role, and a 


supporting cast including Eddie 
iQuillan, Tim ®& Irene, Mantan 
Moreland, Jerry Cooper, Armida 


and many other top-ranking enter- 
tainers. 

Jack acquired his skill as a danc- 
er and his ability as an instructor 
,from his father, Johnny Boyle, na- 
tionally known as a dance director. 
The younger man has played 59 
engagements in theatres, night 
clubs and hotels ail over the United 
States, and during the past three 
years has taught dancing as a side- 
line to more than 300 studdents. He 
assisted his father in staging the 
dances in the Ziegfeld Follies show 
on Treasure Island for the San 
Francisco Fair, and was dance di- 
rector of the Earl Carroll road 
show, “Vanities of 1943,” as well as 
assistant on other stage revues. He 
has appeared in 30 motion pictures, 
in addition to staging the dances 
for a number of them, including 
“Sarong Girl’ and “Spotlight Scan- 
dals.” 

“Melody Parade’ was directed by 
Arthur Dreifuss from an original 
screenpplay by Tim Ryan and 
Charles R. Marion, and was pro- 
duced by Lindsley Parsons. 


| SINGIN’ SWEETIE | 


The blonde beauty and melodious 
voice of Mary Beth Hughes help 
make “Melody Parade” a hit at the 


Beier erate ae Theatre. 
One Col. Scene Mat No. 15 


Trombone Started Musical 
Career of Popular Singer 


Jerry Cooper, one of America’s most popular radio sing- 
ers, got his start in music playing a slip-horn in a school 
band. He was a trombonist in his high school organization 


in New Orleans. 


Cooper. comes: to thee oe theatre on 
Monogram’s* 


in “Melody Parade,’ 
lavishly staged musical comedy re- 
vue starring Mary Beth Hughes. 


After leaving school, Cooper 
played in a number of swing bands, 
but gradually made the transition 
from horn player to singer. By the 
time Roger Wolfe Kahn arrived in 
New Orleans, in 1933, Cooper had 
become such a sensation as a vocal- 
ist that he was placed under con- 
tract by the bandmaster, and went 
to New York to sing with his or- 


:| chestra. 


A year later Cooper began a con- 
tract with the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing Company, remaining with them 
for five years and singing on a to- 
tal of 14 programs, including those 
of Wrigley, Ford, Campbell’s Soup, 


Drene and other important com- 
mercial firms. In recent years he 
has appeared as singer and master 
of ceremonies in theatres all over 
the country, and has made more 
than 100 recordings for Victor and 
Columbia. In the field of musical 
comedy, he played the juvenile 


| singing role with Ed Wynn in “Boys 


and Girls Together’ in New York, 
Boston and Detroit. 

Other well known entertainers 
supporting Mary Beth Hughes in 
“Melody Parade” are Eddie Quillan, 
Tim & Irene, Mantan Moreland, 
Armida and Andre Charlot. Arthur 
Dreifuss directed for producer Lind- 
sley Parsons, and the _ original 
screenplay was written by Tim Ry- 
an and Charles R. Marion. 


‘Strange Man’ 


Proved Open 


Sesame to Screen Career 


Though Mary Beth Hughes had felt that she was ready 
for motion pictures when she arrived in Hollywood in 1938, 
she spent several months in vain assaults on studio cast- 
ing offices before a fortunate circumstance brought her not 
a single role, but a six-month contract. 


Miss Hughes, now firmly estab-* 
lished in the film capital, comes to 
iN) a\ sn erenc te we THERLLE OM Aa ees 
in the starring role of Monogram’s 
colorful musical comedy revue, “Mel- 
ody Parade.” 


Mary Beth had spent 11 years in 
the study of dancing, and several 
years as a member of a stock com- 
pany in Washington, D. C., when 
she went to Hollywood with her 
mother. But for six months, while 
the family funds ran low, she re- 
ceived no encouragement from the 
studios 


One day in Hollywood a stranger 
stepped up to Mary Beth and said 
that he wished to talk to her. But 
she had heard of such things, and 
backed away in alarm. He became 
insistent, saying that he was a film 
agent, and forced a card into her 
hand. The frightened girl ran over 
to her mother, who was waiting 
nearby, and the two hurried home, 
only to be followed by the strange 
man. They contemplated calling the 
police, but instead got in touch with 
a film writer they had met, and 
frantically began to ask questions. 


The author vouched for the agent, 
and four days later the actor’s rep- 
resentative secured for the amazed 
and delighted Miss Hughes a six- 
months’ contract at MGM _ studios. 
Mary Beth was in the movies at 
last! 

The cast supporting Miss Hughes 
in “Melody Parade” includes Eddie 
Quillan, Tim & Irene, Mantan 
Moreland, Jerry Cooper, Armida 
and many other top-notch enter- 
tainers. Arthur Dreifuss directed 
from an original screenplay by Tim 
Ryan and Charles R. Marion, and 
the film was produced by Lindsley 
Parsons. 


“SILENT” PIANIST 

The first professional job of Ted 
Fio Rito, since established for many 
years as one of America’s outstand- 
ing orchestra conductors, was aS a 
“piano pounder” in a five-cent mo- 
tion picture known as a nickelodeon, 
in the screen’s silent era before the 


introduction of sound and dialogue. 
Fiio Rito and his orchestra come to 
Che Oe eae Theatre: On eae 
in the colorful Monogram musical 
film , “Melody Parade,’ starring 
Mary Beth Hughes, and in which 
he shares the melodic spotlight with 
the Anson Weeks orchestra. 


DANCER 


Mary Beth Hughes is one of the 
sereen’s most accomplished dancers, 
having trained in all branches of 
the art for 11 years, and completing 
her studies with a course in Russian 
ballet under the famous Tamara 
Darlova. Miss Hughes comes to the 
Pa ES: CREBULE POD. case eae PS 
the star of “Melody Parade,’ Mono- 
gram’s lavishiy staged musical com- 
edy revue in which she is supported 
by Eddie Quillan, Tim & Irene, 
Mantan Moreland, Jerry Cooper, 
Armida and many other entertain- 
ers. 


Actor Is 
Also Writer 


When he was a vaudeville actor 
many years ago, Tim Ryan pursued 
a lively and profitable sideline as 
an author, not only of the acts in 
which he himself appeared with his 
wife Irene, but also. of sketches and 
“routines” used by many other per- 
formers. And, although he has long 
been out of vaudeville, Ryan has 
been acting and writing simultane- 
ously ever since. 

After quitting the variety stage, 
the couple became widely popular 
as the radio comedy team of Tim 
& Irene, and for several years 
broadcast weekly under the spon- 
sorship of various well known man- 
ufacturers, such as Texaco, Good- 
rich and Royal Crown. Tim wrote 
the programs. 

Now the Ryans have transferred 
their acting talents to motion pic- 
tures, and Tim is devoting a por- 
tion of his time to the writing of 
scenarios. Most recently, in col- 
laboration with Charles R. Marion, 
Ryan wrote the original screenpplay 
of the Monogram musical revue, 
“Melody Parade,’ in which both 
Tim and Irene play important roles, 
and which comes to the .......... 
theatre: on..2. 886.0. with Mary Beth 
Hughes in the starring part. 

This gay and tuneful film was di- 
rected by Arthur Dreifuss for pro- 
ducer Lindsley Parsons, and the 
cast also includes Eddie Quillan, 
Mantan Moreland, Jerry Cooper, 
Armida and Andre Charlot, as well 
as the orchestras of Ted Fio Rito 
and Anson Weeks. 


| THREE HAPPY PEOPLE | 


Hilariously funny are the troubles of Eddie Quillan and Tim and Irene 
Ryan who back a night club in “Melody Parade,” opening .......... at 
Chess Theatre. Mary Beth Hughes has the lead. 

Two Column Scene Mat No, 28 


| LATIN-AMERICAN SWING | 


Mexican pepper-pot Armida leads a 


bevy of slick senoritas in the Latin 
American number of Monogram’s “Melody Parade” coming to the ...... 
Theatre. 


Two Column Scene Mat No. 27 


Mexican Singing, Dancing 
Star Gus Edwards Protege 


One of the outstanding proteges of the famous Gus Ed- 


wards is Armida, tiny ‘‘Mexic 


an bombshell’ who comes to 


DYE oP ee ENGALTS Oe oa in “Melody Parade,” 


Monogram’s lavish musical c¢ 
Beth Hughes. 

Armida was born in the town of¥* 
La Colorado, Mexico, though her 
father had previously been a ma- 
gician in Spain, and shortly after 
the child’s birth the family moved 
again to Arizona. As a young girl 
she acquired her dancing skill un- 
der the coaching of Edouardo Can- 
sino, head of the celebrated Danc- 
ing Cansinos and father of Rita 
Hayworth. Armida joined Gus Ed- 
wards when she was 13, following 
in the footsteps of such products of 
the Edwards tutelage as Eddie Can- 
tor, George Jessel and Lila Lee. She 
appeared in many of the Gus Ed- 
wards acts as a dancer and a singer 
in -both the English and Mexican 
languages. 

Armida made her screen debut in 
1929 with John Barrymore in “Gen- 
eral Crack,” and has since appeared 
in a large number of films. On the 
New York stage she was starred 
in the operetta, “Nina Rosa,” and 
featured prominently in “Sons of 
Guns” and “Strike Me Pink.” In ra- 
dio, she appeared for long periods 
on Manhattan Merry-Go-Round and 
other programs. And, finally, she 
has been a potent attraction in 
vaudeville and night clubs. 

Others appearing with Mary Beth 
Hughes in ‘‘Melody Parade” are Ed- 
die Quillan, Tim & Irene, Mantan 
Moreland, Jerry Cooper, Andre 
Charlot and the orchestras of An- 
son Weeks and Ted Fio Rito. 


Weeks Band Is 


Leader School 


In addition to winning fame for 
himself in the orchestra world, An- 
son Weeks has provided the enter- 
tainment world with three other 
outstanding successes in the same 
field. 

Weeks and Iifis orchestra come to 
i oY setulae kevetiee tea theatrevoni eens 
in “Melody Parade,’ the colorful 
Monogram musical and comedy film 
starring Mary Beth Hughes. 

One of Week’s first proteges was 
Bob Crosby, who received his start 
with the ‘“Dancin’ with Anson” or- 
ganization at the Mark Hopkins Ho- 
tel in San Francisco, and eventually 
graduated to head his own orches- 
tra. Another Weeks alumnus is 
Griff Williams, and the third is 
Xavier Cugat, the tango and rhum- 
ba king. Demonstrating the versa- 
tile scope of the Weeks training, 
these three. graduate orchestra 
leaders feature completely different 
styles. 


omedy revue starring Mary 


Band Leader Is 
Song Composer 


Before he became the head of one 
of the country’s most popular or- 
chestras, Ted Fio Rito had already 
attracted attention as a composer 
of popular songs, and has since 
written many of the country’s hit 
tunes. 

Fio Rito and his orchestra come 
COULDOR EE eee: PHEAENE* ONC pera. sos 
in “Melody Parade,’ Monogram’s 
lavishly staged musical comedy re- 
vue starring Mary Beth Hughes. 


“While he was attending high 
school in Newark, New Jersey, Fio 
Rito began to write songs, and af- 
ter his graduation became a mem- 
ber of the staff of Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Company, New York music 
publishers. Among his hits are 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” “Then You- 
’ve Never Been Blue,” “Three On a 
Match,” “Charley, My Boy” and “I 
Never Knew.” 
Anson Weeks and his orchestra 
are also featured in “Melody Pa- 
rade,’ and Miss Hughes’ supporting 
cast includes Eddie Quillan, Tim & 
Irene, Mantan Moreland, Jerry 
Cooper, Armida and Andre Charlot. 
Arthur Dreifuss directed from an 
original screenplay by Tim Ryan 
and Charles R. Marion, and Lind- 
sley Parsons was the producer. 


Actress Achieves 
Her Ambition 


Mary Beth Hughes was raised by 
her grandmother, a former actress 
who was proud of the fact that for 
one season she appeared on the 
stage with Ethel Barrymore, and 
who imbued her young. grand- 
daughter with an enthusiasm for 
the theatre. She had been thrilled 
by the stories of the great Miss 
Barrymore, and awed by the name. 

“Consequently,” said Mary Beth 
recently, “you can well believe that 
I reached the high point in my film 
career when I was chosen for the 
leading role opposite John Barry- 
more in ‘The Great Profile’. I was 
thrilled beyond words, for now I 
found myself in a position to ex- 
change reminiscences with my 
grandmother. I had reached a goal 
that I had hardly dared to hope 


Miss Hughes comes to the ........ 
GHEALTE® ON ak: Fens in the starring 
role of “Melody Parade,” the lav- 
ish Monogram musical comedy re- 
yue in which she both sings and 
dances. Her supporting cast includes 
many such popular entertainers as 
Eddie Quillan, Tim @& Irene and 
Mantan Moreland in the comedy de- 
partment; Jerry Cooper, one of the 
country’s outstanding ballad sing- 
ers; Armida, ‘the Mexican bomb- 
Shell”; Andre Charlot, noted Eng- 
lish character actor; and the or 
chestras of Anson Weeks and Ted 
Fio Rito. Arthur Dreifuss directed 
for producer Lindsley Parsons, and 
the original screenplpay was writ- 
ten by Tim Ryan and Charles R. 
Marion. 


| TIM AND IRENE | 


Dubbed as the All-American Scat- 
terbrains by radio fans, Tim and 
Irene appear at the ...... Theatre 
in Monogram’s “Melody Parade.” 
One Col. Scene Mat. No. 14 


Popular Colored Comedian 
In Tuneful Screen Revue 


Mantan Moreland was one of the favorite colored song 
and dance exponents of the New York stage a few years ago. 
Now he is achieving vast popularity as a screen comedian, 
and is solidly established as a member of the Hollywood 


film colony. 


Moreland comes to the .......... *% 


theatre*oni sess in an import- 
ant comedy role of “Melody Parade,” 
the lavish Monogram musical pic- 
ture which stars Mary Beth Hughes 
at the head of an exceptional cast 
of entertainers. 

On the stage, Moreland was par- 
ticularly successful in musical re- 
vues presenting all-negro_ casts, 
playing long engagements in such 
well-remembered extravaganzes as 
“Shuffle Along,” “Singing the Blues” 
and “Blackbirds of 1928.” 

The high point in Moreland’s ca- 
reer came in his first picture, in 
1938, when he went to Hollywood 


to play a featured role with Joe 
Louis in the negro picture, “Spirit 
of Youth.” In this film the come- 
dian engaged in a fight with the 
heavyweight champion, and was 
still on his feet at the end of the 
bout—mainly, however, because this 
outcome was called for in the scen- 
ario. From this auspicious begin- 
ning, Moreland has appeared in a 
large number of important roles. 

Other members of Mary Beth 
Hughes’ supporting company in 
“Melody Parade” are Eddie Quillan, 
Tim & Irene, Jerry Cooper, Armida 
and Andre Charlot. 
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EYE-CATCHING 
SET OF 
FULL-COLOR 
11”x 14" 
LOBBIES 
AVAILABLE 
AT YOUR MONO 
EXCHANGE 


There's Pep ‘n 
Pulehritude In 
These Livewire 
Ticket -Selling 
Aids! The More 
You Show, The 
More You Make! 


Cover the Town! 


ONE SHEET INSERT CARD 


Set of 
Two 
22 x 28 
Cards 


Title Card 
and 
Slide 

ee 


EVERY MEASURE IS A PLEASURE! 
IT’S SWEET, SIZZLING AND SAUCY! 


THE LOVE-HAPPY, SWING-CRAZY HIT! 


GET A LIFT FROM THESE SWIFTIES:! 


Lots of Fun When “Shey "Kiss and Runl 
Cheerful Earfuls! Sighful Eyefuls! 


IT’S GAY, GIRLY and GLAMOROUS! 


ALLURING, ADORABLE and AMOROUS! 
Girl-Gay! Song-Spiced! Kiss-Crammed! 
LET YOUR HAIR DOWN AND GO T0 TOWN! 


You'll Have Fun With These Honeys! 


MAKE A DATE AND DON'T BE LATE! 
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